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There are dreams that celebrate the human spirit.  Dreams that 
reveal who we are.  Dreams that teach, inspire and challenge 
us.  And these dreams that are brought to life through the arts.  
We support arts and culture in all communities across Canada, 
from music and dance, to theatre and the visual arts - because 
the arts enrich our lives and give voice to our dreams 
 
To find out how we’re bringing dreams to life near you, go to 
www.rbc.com/community. 

RBC Royal Bank 
181 Main Street N 
Russell, Mb 
204-773-2141 
 
RBC Investments - Financial Planning 
Jamie Bradshaw, PFP 
Financial Planner 
204-532-2046 
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“The Music Man” is presented through special arrangement with and all authorized performance 
materials are supplied by: Music Theatre International, 421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 

10019, Tel (212) 541-4684  Fax:  (212) 397-4684, www.MTIShows.com 

Book, Music and Lyrics by: 
MEREDITH WILLSON 
 

Story by: 
MEREDITH WILLSON & 
FRANKLIN LACEY 
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Contributing Partners 

CONTRIBUTORS 
<100 

Andre's Rad & Wheel | 
Asselstine Agencies | 
Sam & Val Reichmuth | 
Emily Wasko | Bill 
Finch |  

Russell Players | Rus-
sell Lions | Birtle Lions 
| Town of Russell | 
Village of Binscarth 
|The Russell Inn | Har-
old & Rita Wasslen | 

Village Singers | Bin-
scarth Lions | 

GOLD 
1000-2499 

SILVER 
500-999 

BRONZE 
100-499 

Florence Widdicombe | 
Judy Snitynsky | Gary & 
Jamie Bradshaw | Ma-
son Jardine & Brenda 
Pruden | Ted & Trish 

Petz | Birtle Pharmacy 
| Banana Belt Group | 
Westpark Group | 
Reavie's Pharmacy | 
Russell Redi Mix | 
Russell Dental Clinic | 
Bud & Ann Taylor | 
Royal Bank | Clement 
Autobody | Glenn & 
Linda Pizzey | Russell 
Tire | Jim & Ursel 
Boucher | Jason Smith 
& Andrea Keller |  

Your Convenience Store            
 

Over 8000 movies 
 

 
 

 

RUSSELL 
VIDEO 

Open 7am—11 pm DAILY 
 

145 Main St. S. Russell, MB 
Phone 773-2078 

 
www.russellvideo.formovies.com 

Movie & Game  
rentals & sales 

Fishing and  
Hunting Supplies 

Vagabond Theatre Company 
would still just be a dream 
were it not for our Contribut-
ing Partners.  We had a vision, 
and our Partners have helped 
us bring it to life.  The arts en-
rich our lives, make our com-
munities better places to live, 
and help us to grow and be-
come better people.  We are 
very grateful to our Partners, 
whose financial and moral sup-
port have made this all possi-
ble. 

Thanks for your Support! 
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Prairie Concrete 
REDI MIX CONCRETE 

FOXWARREN 
847-2331 (P)  847-2265 (F) 

MINNEDOA-ERIKSON 
867-3853 
HAMIOTA 
764-2465 

Bird Baths & Lawn Ornaments 

BUILDING PRODUCTS 
INSULATED CONCRETE FORMS 

TM 

Home 
Russell Home Hardware 

236 Main Street North 
Russell, MB R0J1W0 

Phone  (204) 773-2775 
Fax    (204) 7732830 Richard Onofrechuck, Owner 

hardware 

Hyatt’s Plumbing & Heating 

Rick Hyatt 
773-3080 

Journeyman Plumber 
Licensed Gas Fitter 

FREE Estimates 
Guaranteed Work 

Box 666 
Russell, MB 
R0J1W0 

Valley Coffee 
Ph: 683-2357 

BOX 8 
ST. LAZARE, MB 

R0M1Y0 
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Director’s Notes 

  This performance is the culmina-

tion of six months work and a collabo-
ration of a large group of highly dedi-
cated artists.  It is, indeed, a dream 
come true.  We have long known that 
there is incredible, untapped talent in 
our communities; now we know for 
sure. 
 
  The director gets all the credit, but 
the stage manager does the “real 
work”.  How can I ever say thank you 
enough to Andrea Keller?  She is not 
only responsible for keeping this pro-
duction on schedule, but her experi-
ence and training has been invaluable.  
It has been an honour to work with 
her, and a great pleasure in getting to 
know Andrea (and her family). 
 
   I never really knew what a producer 
did, but Ursel Boucher has shown me.  
The producer makes sure the bills get 
paid, the program gets printed, etc., 
etc, etc.  In this case, it also included 
sewing draperies and organizing fund-
raising events.  THANK YOU! 
 
  I was initially sad to turn over re-
sponsibility for the music (as that is 
my first love), but under the direction 
of Florence Widdicombe and our 
team of dedicated, professional musi-
cians, how could we possibly go 
wrong? 
 
  Belva Wade Zentner, Bob Christie, 
Darren Orr, Carlene Douglas, Judie 
Bewer and Kaneen Bridgeman-
Magnowski….they have each attacked 

their responsibilities with the highest 
degree of professionalism.  Their con-
tribution has pushed us to a higher 
level of performance. 
 
  A special note of thanks to the Strath-
clair Drama club.  You have been an 
invaluable resource, sharing your 
knowledge, time and talent.  Willie 
Voth, Murray Rapley and Norm Sims 
did not hesitate to come to our rescue 
when our barbershop quartet dwin-
dled to one.  Murray’s health, unfor-
tunately, prevents him from taking the 
stage after all, but Neil Gamey 
stepped in at the last minute to assume 
his role.  We will never be able to 
adequately express our gratitude. 
 
  To a first class cast…I am so proud 
of each and every one of you.  You 
have stretched yourselves and your 
talent, and have reached for the stars.  
I am privileged to have worked with 
such a wonderful group of people. 
 
  And to all of those people behind the 
scenes…you know who you are…you 
are so incredibly important to the suc-
cess of this show. 
 
  Thank you, over and over again.  It’s 
been a slice. 
 
 

 Jamie Bradshaw 
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The Vagabond Theatre Company thanks Elly  for all her hard work that 
she put in to supply the cast with costumes.  She spent many "day hours" 
and "night hours" thinking about and creating the great outfits that the 

cast is wearing.  Thanks Elly!  

Elly Sotas has been designing and creating costumes for the past seven 
years.  She now has a collection of over 1000 costumes, including the full 
cast of Cinderella, Hello Dolly and now the Music Man.  All of these and 
more are cleverly showcased in the loft of their restored 1922 barn. 

Take a trip through time in the lower portion of the barn refurbished as an 
old western village.  At this studio you can choose your costume upstairs 
and have your photo taken downstairs in one of the eight different “shops” 
including the Shadow Saloon and Miss Elly’s Hat Shop. 

Ph. 204 842 3616 
Fax 204 842 5271 

elly86@escape.ca 
Box 127 Birtle, Mb 

R0M0C0 

“ A lot of actresses have complained that as they get older 
their parts dry up.” 

Supplying lumber and building 
 materials to Manitoba 

Serving Russell and Area 
Located at 133 Main Street 
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Town’n Country Salon 

For all you hair care 
needs call 

Kim 
532-2024 

Box 209 •Binscarth, MB •R0J0G0 

Rob’s 

Place 
~ Used Furniture and More~ 

~Sears Outlet~ 

~Summer and Winter Hours~ 

171-2nd Avenue 
Binscarth, MB 

R0J 0G0 

Heather or Doug           Ph: 204-532-2318  

N.M. PATERSON 
& SONS  
LIMITED 

BINSCARTH TERMINAL 

PO BOX 190 
BINSCARTH, MB 
R0J0G0 

BUS: ( 204 )  532-2121 
1-800-820-5391 

FAX: ( 204 )  532-2333 

Russell Truck Centre 

• Licensed Heavy Duty Mechanic 

• Heavy Towing Service 

Bill & Linda Cullum 

368 Main St S ~ Russell, MB ~ R0J1W0 
PH 204-773-2331 

Hours: Mon-Sat 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

U|ÄÄ `âÜÜtç `ÉàÉÜá 
204 - 842 - 3301 

Birtle, MB 

Ted Falloon 

Head Office 
Russell, MB 
Ph 204-773-2059 
Fax 204-773-2708 

Roblin, MB 
Ph 204-937 - 4330 

MacNutt, MB 
Ph 204-742-2002 

Satellite Locations 

ALAN & ALISON STANCHUK 
Shell Bulk Fuel Agent 

24 Hour ACCESS Commercial Cardlock 
Prairie Liquid & Agassiz Feeds 

Remember you've got a friend in 
the business. 

FAX: 693-2510 

Furniture & Appliances / Meubles & Appareils Elec. 

OFFICE: 683-2335 
               683-2502 
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Congratulations on 
your inaugural season! 

MEYERS   NORRIS   PENNY   LLP 

J John Orisko, BA, CA 
PARTNER 

227 Main St N 
Russell, MB R0J1W0 

Ph. 204-773-2225 
Fax. 204-773-3950 
Cell. 204-648-2172 

Toll Free 1-877-500-0790 
John.Orisko@mnp.com 

DECORBY STORE 
Box 178, St. Lazare, Manitoba 

R0M1Y0 

Bus (204) 683-2280 
Fax (204) 683-2202 

BEN  DECORBY 

Arbuckle’s Fine Eatery 
Catering & Special Events Restaurant 

Weddings, anniversaries, retirement parties, birthday par-
ties, Christmas parties 

Club Friday - casual and fun! 
Monthly Supper Club:  

an elegant offering, perfect 

for that special occasion. 

We are now accepting bookings for the 2004 Christmas Season! 

Binscarth, MB            
For more information call 532-2099 

~ Catering for groups of 25 to 400 ~ Private parties available fro groups of 30 or 
more ~ Our restaurant can accommodate parties up to 80 people ~ 

Congratulations on your  
production! 

532-2233 Binscarth, MB 

CHOY’S 

RESTAURANT & SERVICE 

Convenience & Fuel 
Sales & Service 

Canadian & Chinese Dishes 
Dine In or Take Out 
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 The Music Man, which opened at 

the Majestic Theatre on December 19, 
1957, established composer-lyricist-
book writer Meredith Willson as a 
major talent of the Broadway musical.  
Produced by Kermit Bloomgarden, 
directed by Morton Da Costa and cho-
reographed by Onna White, the show 
was hailed as one of the best musical 
comedies of its time. 
 The Music Man was based on Will-
son’s recollections of his own child-
hood in a small Iowa town.  Willson’s 
friend, Frank Loesser, the composer-
lyricist who created such monumental 
hits as Guys and Dolls and How to Succeed 
in Business Without Really Trying, en-
couraged him to turn his delightful 
anecdotes into a musical.  After work-
ing for eight years and creating 30 
drafts and 40 songs, Willson crafted his 
boyhood memories into what is widely 
regarded as one of the most accom-
plished works in Broadway history.  It 
lovingly and humorously captured the 
lost innocence of America at the begin-
ning of the 20th century. 
 The Music Man is the story of Pro-
fessor Harold Hill and his impact on 
the sleepy town of River City, Iowa.  
Hill arrives in that small community on 
July 4, 1912, with every intention of 
fleecing the town’s citizens.  But even 
with nothing of the lowest of inten-
tions, he inadvertently brings joy into 
their lives and into his own life, as 
well.  His most recent “con” is simple 
but effective; he convinces the town’s 
residents he can teach their children to 

play in a marching band if they buy the 
instruments and uniforms he has for 
sale.  Then he simply collects the 
money and escapes without fulfilling 
his promises.  His best laid plans, 
however, go wonderfully awry when 
he falls in love with the town librarian, 
Marian Paroo, who makes an honest 
man of the perennial huckster.  
Trapped by his own love for Marian, 
Hill is literally forced to face the music 
when he is made to “conduct” his rag-
tag orchestra.  While the children can 
hardly play their instruments, the in-
ner music that Hill and the band bring 
into the life of the town transforms 
River City. 
 The show’s score has its roots in 
the music of the soft-shoe, of ragtime, 
of barbership quartets and of the 
march – the sounds of the American 
heartland in the first years of the 
twentieth century.  It is an original, 
fresh and warmhearted musical about 
basic American values.  Its pace is 
brisk, its packaging brilliant. 
 Willson’s view of the world was 
marked by a belief in the inherent 
goodness of people and the possibility 
of miracles.  Merging the sounds and 
heart of middle America with the con-
ventions of the Broadway musical, he 
created a masterpiece. 
 As critic Robert Coleman wrote 
in 1957, “If you want to be happy, 
spend an evening with The Music Man.  
It’ll make your feet snap into a march-
ing step to ‘Seventy Six Trombones’, 
make you reach for your hankie to 
mop moist eyes in ‘Goodnight, My 
Someone’ and want to dance in the 
aisles to “Shipoopi’.  What a show!  
What a hit!  What a solid hit!” 

The Music Man 
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“Quality and Price You’ll Feel Good About” 

FOUILLARD CARPETS LTD. 

Everything 
you want in 
CARPETS, 

LINOLEUMS 
and  

ORIENTAL 
AREA RUGS 

Phone: (204) 683-2293 
Fax:      (204)683-2495 

1500 Roll Selection 

Box 189 
St. Lazare, MB 
R0M1Y0 

• Windows •  Doors •  Paint • Hardwood 
• Laminate Floors •  

Box 189 • St Lazare, MB • R0M1Y0 
Phone (204) 683-2416 • Fax (204) 683-2433 

CONSTANT  •  RACQUEL  •   JUSTIN 
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Vagabond Theatre Executive 

2004-2005 

President - Jamie Bradshaw 
Secretary - Mason Jardine 
Treasurer - Lynda Pettypiece 
Directors - Ursel Boucher | Bob 
Christie | Trish Petz | Teresa 
Boucher | Andrea Keller 

President’s Message 

While we have been working on 

this, our first major production, a 
number of dedicated workers have 
been working tirelessly to give our 
new home a facelift. 
 
 We can never adequately express 
our appreciation for the seemingly 
endless hours of what sometimes 
felt like tedious work to transform 
the Theatre into this wonderful 
space for all to enjoy. 
 
 At time of printing, these people 
have unselfishly contributed their 
time and their talents to transform 
this theatre into a premium per-
formance space: 

Brenda Christie, Rita Wasslen, Rita 
Slywchuk, Ivy Brown, Joyce 
Christie, Robin Robinson, Helen 
Woodhouse, Elmer Boucher, Frank 
Horeczy, Ed Slywchuk, Ursel 
Boucher, Lesley Sawchuk, Brenda 
Pruden, Edna Thompson, Bob 
Christie, Darren Orr, Charlie 
Decorby , Roy Graham, Howard 
Cooper, Chelsea Murray, Caoline 
Ireland, Rosalie Dreilich, Muriel 
Pratt, Laurel Boucher, Harold 
Wasslen, Steven Stewart, Scott 
Woods, Frank Keller, Dave Willis 
and Bill Thompson. 
 
 Your contribution has been greatly 
appreciated.  If we have missed 
anyone, our sincere apologies. 
 
 This undertaking would not have 
been possible without the financial 
support of the local municipal gov-
ernments, businesses and interested 
individuals.  Please continue to 
support those who support our 
communities. 
 
 This performance is just the begin-
ning.  Hang on for an exciting ride! 
  

 Jamie Bradshaw 

Vagabond Theatre Company is a non-profit 
organization whose purpose is to enrich, 

educate and entertain our communities by 
encouraging the performing arts and pro-

ducing quality entertainment 
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Moulson’s Welding & Repair 

Box 82, Foxwarren, MB R0J0R0 
Bus (204) 847-2227     Fax (204) 847-2392 

MACHINING 

MANUFACTURING 

MOBILE WELDING 

HOWARD MOULSON 

UÜxÇËá 

Established Since 1983 

• Facials 
• Manicures 
• Pedicures 
• Body Wraps  
• Electrolysis 
• Waxing  
• Acne treatments 

• Unlimited Tanning Packages • Gift Certificates Available • 

Bren Murray, C.P.E. 
LICENSED ESTHERICIAN 

Russell, MB 

204-773-3008 

 
Binscarth  

Ph: 204-532-2173 
Email: beavpond@mts.net 
www.bpfarm.com 

Jim and Ursel Boucher 
Beaver Pond Farm Village 

Guest 
Haus 

Congratulations 
Vagabond! 

Fouillard Steel Supplies 
Ltd. 

PO Box 28  
ST. LAZARE, MB R0M1Y0 

FULL LINE OF WOOD CONSTRUCTED LIVESTOCK 
CONFINEMENT, DAIRY, POULTRY, HOG, RIDING 

ARENAS, PMU BARNS, POLE BUILDINGS, MACHINE 
SHEDS, LUMBER, METAL SIDING  & ROOFING, 

STRUCUTAL STEEL, PLATE, HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
RENTALS 

BUS (204) 693-2214 
(204) 683 2410 

 
FAX (204 683-2374 TOLL FREE - 1-800-510-3303 
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Glossary of  Names & Terms  
One reason Meredith Willson's great American musical The Music Man is 

appealing is because of the fast paced and witty dialog. However, there are a 
few terms and expressions 

used in the show that cause most 
of us to run to dictionaries and 

encyclopedias. I believe that the 
performers and the audience 
always get a lot more out of a 
show if they understand the meaning behind the dialog and have a better 

feeling for the historical perspective of the show. 

Hogshead - a very large barrel or cask 
with varying capacity to hold liquid. In 
the US a hogshead is 63 gallons (238 
liters).  
O'Clark, O'Mendez, O'Klein - Herbert L. 
Clarke was a cornetist with Sousa. He 
was famous for his solo arrangements of 
numbers like the Carnival of Ven-
ice.Mannie Klein was a trumpet player 
who was comfortable playing both jazz 
and classical music. Rafael Mendez was 
a great Hollywood trumpeter of the thir-
ties and forties.  
Demijohn - is a very large bottle, some-
times up to 10 gallons in capacity. Most 
were hand blown and some have pon-
tiled bottoms. They were used as con-
tainers to hold wine, molasses, and 
other liquids. Common colors were olive 
green and aqua, while amber is rarer 
and cobalt blue the rarest color for demi-
johns  
Noggins - a small cup or mug, usually of 
alcoholic beverage, about a quarter of a 
pint.  
Piggins - a small wooden pail with one 
stave longer than the rest to serve as a 
handle.  
Firkins - a small wooden cask used to 
hold liquids, fish, butter, and other com-
modities. In England, it is a unit of meas-
ure - a quarter of a barrel. A firkin equals 
about 9 imperial gallons, or 56 pounds.  
Tierce - acask holding the old unit of 
liquid measure of the same name equal 
to 42 US gallons.  

Knickerbocker - are also known as knick-
ers. They are a short, loose-fitting pant 
gathered in just at or below the knee. 
The term probably comes from the cos-
tume shown in illustrations of Washing-
ton Irving's Knickerbocker's History of 
New York.  
Chaucer - Geoffrey Chaucer was the 
greatest English poet of the Middle Ages. 
He wrote The Canterbury Tales, a group 
of stories ranking among the master-
pieces of literature.  
Cubebs - dried, unripe berry of a climbing 
vine of the pepper family - sometimes 
called tailed pepper. Cubebs used to be 
crushed and smoked in pipes and ciga-
rettes. Hence, cubebs are cigarettes 
containing the crushed berries.  
Tailor-Mades - are machine made ciga-
rettes. These came into existence 
around 1880.  
Frank Gotch - born in Humboldt, Iowa on 
27 April 1878, is considered by many to 
be the first great professional wrestling 
champion. He is famous for his "step-
over toe-hold." On Labor Day in 1908, 
Gotch, the then American Heavyweight 
Champion, defeated World Heavyweight 
Champion, George Hackenschmidt, at 
Comiskey Park in Chicago to unify the 
two titles. Gotch died in 1917.  
Steelies - marbles made of steel. They 
originally were the steel balls out of ball 
bearings.  
PeeWees - refer to smaller marbles, usu-
ally 1/2 inch in diameter or less.  
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Brenda Pruden 
Wardrobe Mistress 

Darren Orr 
Technical Director 

Darren lives in Binscarth 
with his wife Tanis and 
children Sean and triplets, 
Noah, Jade & Sydney. He 
is employed at Dale 
Wondrasek Custom Cabi-
nets for the last 10 years.  
His interest in lights and 
sound started in  school 
when he helped in the 
production of South Pa-
cific at Major Pratt High 
School.  This then pro-
gressed to doing sound 
and lights with a few local 
bands.  Darren is very 
excited to be helping with 
this production and looks 
forward to future produc-
tions from Vagabond 
Theatre Company. 

Bob Christie 
Technical Advisor 

See cast bio . . . . . 

member of the Eric Wild 
Hymn Sing Chorus of 
Wpg. After moving 
to Foxwarren with her 
husband Ian and son Karl 
in 1980, Penny  was in 
charge of the music pro-
gram for many years.  She 
continues to give private 
piano and voice lessons to 
students in the surround-
ing communities.  Penny 
also has been a sing-
ing/accompanying mem-
ber of the Foxwarren La-
dies Ensemble and The 
Binscarth Village Singers. 

Carlene Douglas 
Makeup Supervisor 

Brenda Pruden has been 
involved with amateur 
theatre for the past ten 
years.  Her costumes have 
won honorable mention in 
2003 at the Festival Thea-
tre Jeunesse.  She is enjoy-
ing working with the 
Vagabond Theater group. 

Carlene lives with her 
husband Darren and family 
on a farm west of Bin-
scarth.  “The Music Man” 
has provided an opportu-
nity for her to experiment 
with a life long interest; 

the art of makeup design.  
Through the past months 
of practicing their makeup 
skills, Carlene and her 
makeup artists have 
formed a warm comrad-
ery and friendship. 

Box Office 
Rose Boucher 
Hospitality 

Enid Robinson  
Finance 

Lynda Pettypiece, Ursel 
Boucher 

Program Design  
Monika Boucher 

 
 

Publicity/Publising 
Bob Christie, I-Popper 

Graphics 
Assistant Stage  

Manager  
Pam Dracass 
Tech Crew 

Craig Bauer, Taylor  
Dracass, Art Frier 

Set Design  
Andrea Keller, Mason 

Jardine  
Stage Hands 

Simon Jardine, Brock 
Robinson, David Dreilich 

Props 
Judie Bewer, Roxanne 

Barker 
Backstage Manager 

Kaneen Bridgeman-
Magnowski 
Prompters 

Enid Robinson, Carla  
Falkavitch, Pat Orsak 
Set Construction 
Dale Willard, Roy  

Graham, Rita Slychuk, 
Rita Wasslen 
Orchestra 

Phyllis MacGranachan, 
Kim McLeod, Scott  

Falloon, Penny Menzies 
Costume Crew  

Elly Sotas, Brenda Johnson 
Makeup Supervisor 

Carlene Douglas  
Makeup Crew 

Lorna Douglas, Roxanne 
Elchuk, Deanna 

Wondrasek, Corrie 
Wishart, Carl Lanz-

Turnball, Daren Douglas 

Crew 
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Belva Wade Zentner 
Choreographer 

Ursel Boucher 
Producer 

Jamie Bradshaw 
Director 

Andrea Keller 
Stage Manager 

Penny Menzies 
Orchestra Conductor 

Production Team   

After 22 years of directing 
church and community 
choirs, concerts, and pag-
eants, including producing 
and directing 13 Dinner 
Theatres with the Village 
Singers, the time was right 
for a new challenge.... 
and what a challenge it has 
been!  I am very excited 
to be part of “The Music 
Man”, the first of many 
Vagabond performances.  
With great affection and 
respect, I honour the 
memory of my music 
teacher, Betty Pash.  She 
pointed me to the path 
that has led me to this 
point.  I hope she would 
be proud. 

Ursel has been living in 
the Binscarth area with 
her husband Jim and chil-
dren for the past 25 years.  
While living in Winnipeg 
and in Binscarth, she has 
been involved  in a  num-
ber of community and 
church productions as 
both a producer and per-
former.   She has been an 
active member of Village 
Singers for the past 13 
years.  Though she comes 
from a very musical fam-
ily, and has sung in choirs 

and played musical instru-
ments most of her life, 
Ursel stresses that she  is a 
d e f i n i t e  " s e c o n d 
row/backup singer".  
Ursel has had a super time 
working with the cast and 
crew on this first Vaga-
bond production! 

Belva began dance training 
at the age of three at the 
Fleitta Tutte School of 
Dance in Chilliwack BC. 
In the ensuing years, she 
trained in Los Angeles and 
the U. of California in 
Long Beach.  She returned 
to Canada and settled in 
Vancouver BC and 
trained, taught and per-
formed professionally 
with the Paula Ross Dance 
Company, the Jack Card 
Dancers, and the Main 
Street Dancers, including 
Television and Supper 
Club performances and 
Adagio work.  Her train-
ing is based in contempo-
rary, ballet and Jazz 
dance.  She now operates 
Wade Dance Centre in 
Russell, MB. and Ester-
hazy SK., and is in the 
process of opening a sum-
mer dance camp at Wade 
Dance Centre at Ases-
sippi. 

Florence Widdicombe 
Musical Director 

See cast bio . . . . . 

After graduating from 
High School and receiving 
two University Entrance 
awards & two Music 
Scholarships, Penny en-
rolled at the Brandon 
School of Music, studying 
Music Education, majoring 
in piano.  While teaching 
Yamaha piano program in 
Wpg, she studied voice 
under Sylvia Dyck, a 

I have loved every minute 
of my involvement with 
"The Music Man" & with 
The Vagabond Theatre 
Company.  The formation 
of a theatre group in this 
area is a dream come true 
for me.  To all the people 
responsible for the crea-
tion of Vagabond...thank 
you.  To all the people 
involved in making our 
first production a real-
ity...it would not have 
happened without such 
hard work, dedication & 
sharing of talent, knowl-
edge & ideas.  I look for-
ward to the future 
"travels" of our Vagabond 
Group. 

"Life is not a dress 
rehearsal" 
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Scene 1 
Scene 2 
Scene 3 
Scene 4 
Scene 5 
Scene 6 
Scene 7 

Madison School Gymnasium 
In front of River City Hotel 
Paroo’s Porch 
Footbridge at Madison Park 
In front of River City Hotel 
Madison Park 
Madison School Gymnasium 

The videotaping of this production is a violation of 
United States Copyright Law and an actionable 

Federal Offense. 

Act One 

Intermission 

Act Two 

Train 
River City Main Street 
In front of Paroo House 
Paroo’s House 
Madison School Gymnasium 
In front of Madison Public Library 
Madison Public Library 
In front of River City Hotel 
In front of Mayor Shinn’s House 
Paroo’s Porch 
River City Main Street 

Scene 1 
Scene 2 
Scene 3 
Scene 4 
Scene 5 
Scene 6 
Scene 7 
Scene 8 
Scene 9 
Scene 10 
Scene 11 

Synopsis of Scenes 

WIDDICOME Cuts 

Janet Widdicombe 

Stylist 
821-5097 

31 Russell St. 
Binscarth, MB 

Binscarth Community Club  
presents: 

Strathclair Theatre Chorus  
Nov 20, 2004 @ 7:30 pm 

"Sing it 

again Sam" 

For tickets and 
more information 

contact Jean 
Thompson     
532-2163 
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Musical Numbers 

Act One 

Overture 
 
Scene 1 
Train Opening 
Rock Island 
 
Scene 2 
Iowa Stubborn 
Ya Got Trouble 
Trouble Playoff & Walking Music 
 
Scene 4 
Piano Lesson & If You Don’t Mind My Saying So 
Good Night My Someone 
 
Scene 5 
Columbia, Gem of The Ocean 
Ya Got Trouble (Reprise) 
Seventy Six Trombones 
Seventy Six Trombones-Ballet 
Seventy Six Trombones-Playoff 
Ice Cream/Sincere 
 
Scene 6 
Walking Music (Reprise) 
The Sadder But Wiser Girl 
Pick-a-Little, Talk-a-Little & Good Night Ladies 
 
Scene 7 
Marian the Librarian 
Marian-Dance 
First Seventy Six Trombones Crossover 
 
Scene 8 
Second Seventy Six Trombones Crossover 
 
 

Orchestra 
 
 

Orchestra 
Salesmen, Charlie Cowell, Newspaper Readers 

 
 

Townspeople, Farmer, Farmer’s Wife 
Harold, Townspeople 

Townspeople 
 
 

Mrs. Paroo, Marian 
Marian, Amaryllis 

 
 

Eulalie, Townspeople 
Harold 

Harold, Townspeople 
Orchestra 
Orchestra 

Harold, Quartet 
 
 

Orchestra 
Harold, Marcellus 

 
Alma, Ethel, Eulalie, The Ladies, Harold, Quartet 

 
Harold 
Harold 

Orchestra 
 
 

Orchestra 
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Jacqui Lougheed 
Mrs. Squires 

Dwight Rutherford 
Conductor/Constable Lock 

Lynn has been involved 
in the NWM Speech 
Festival for 12 years.  
Through these years she 
also participated in 
other extracurricular 
activities such as piano, 
singing, jazz & Ukranian 
dance.  She was granted 
the privilege to attend 
the International Music 
Camp for piano and 
drama.  She feels very 
lucky to have the 
chance to work with 
Vagabond Theatre. 

Gerald Negraves | 
Lorraine Tremblay | 
Zita Mowbray | Laura 
Dreilich | Sarah Petz | 
Ceri Phillips | Amarra 
Cook | Tanner Cook | 
Talon Murray | Echo 
Clarke |  

Howard was a member 
of the Village Singers 
since 1994, and has per-
formed in the drama 
portion of their Dinner 
Theatres.  He is the 
drama teacher for the 
Binscarth School Drama 
Club.  He also is the 
director of the Spring 
Concert put on by 
members of the Drama 
Club, students of the 
Binscarth School and 
friends. 

Howard Cooper 
Charlie Cowell 

Jacqui and her husband 
live at Foxwarren MB. 
This is Jacqui’s first 
foray with Musical 
Theatre.  She has been 
singing with the Fox-
warren Ladies Ensem-
ble for the past 15 
years, and has had pre-
vious experience with 
D i n n e r  T h e a t r e , 
Reader’s Theatre, and 
some training in Jazz 
Dance. 

Dwight is an ordained 
Minister in the United 
Church of Canada, and 
serves the Bin-
s c a r t h/ F o x w a r r e n 

Pastoral Charge.  He has 
sung in different choirs 
for a number of years 
and is a new comer to 
acting. 

CAST &  
CHORUS 

DANCERS 

Amanda Douglas | Car-
rie Cooper | Madison 
Decorby | Emma 
Ciprick | Kalyn Robi-
doux | Vicki Decorby | 
Courtney Ireland | Julia 
Sotas | Carly Sotas |  
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Gracie Shinn 

Florence Widdicombe 
Alma Hix 

Peggy Bradshaw 
Maud Dunlop 

Peggy lives in Binscarth 
with her husband 
Murray.  From an early 
age she has enjoyed 
music and drama, hav-
ing sung in choirs, as 
well as being a founding 
member of the Village 
Singers.  This group 
entertained people of 
the area for many years 
at the Binscarth Dinner 
Theatres.  When Peggy 
is not involved in musi-
cal activities, she enjoys 
her dog grooming busi-
ness, her church work, 
being a member of the 
Binscarth Red Hat Soci-
ety and her four grand-
children. 

played a lead role in 
Major Pratt Collegiate’s 
production of “Annie 
Get Your Gun“.  He was 
also a member of the 
Manitoba Youth choir in 
1981/1982  Got Better! 
In 1985 he caught the 
bug again, participating 
in a Dinner Theatre in 
Pearson MB.  Moving 
back to Russell in 1996 
he began working for 
Clements Farm Equip-
ment in the parts de-
partment.  When ap-
proached by Vagabond 
Theatre Group this fall 
he decided that he 
would like to give it 
another try. 

 She started per-
forming for her family 
at the tender age of 4. 
She then branched out 
into karaoke competi-
tions, taking part in 
Brandon's "Back to 
School Karaoke Com-
petition", placing first 
and second.  She has 

also competed in the 
NWMF in the French 
and English classes.  
 enjoys her 
music by taking Celtic 
dance, violin and piano. 
She is thrilled to be 
performing with the 
Vagabond theatre Com-
pany, together with her 
Mom Zita who is in the 
chorus. 

For past number of 
years  Florence has been 
living with her husband 
in Russell after having 
retired from farming in 
the  Foxwarren com-
munity.  She is a life-
time choir director of 
community and church 
choirs. Florence has 
directed the Foxwarren 
Ladies Ensemble for the 
past 36 years.  She has 
produced many plays as 
a teacher and leader of 
the Young People’s 
Union. 

 
Ethel Toffelmier 
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Act Two 

Entr’acte 
 
Scene 1 
Eulalie’s Ballet 
It’s You 
Shipoopi 
Shipoopi Dance 
Shipoopi Dance -Playoff 
Pick-a-Little, Talk-a-Little (Reprise) 
 
Scene 2 
Lida Rose & Will I Ever Tell You? 
 
Scene 3 
Gary, Indiana 
Lida Rose (Reprise) 
It’s You-Ballet 
 
Scene 4 
Till There Was You 
Goodnight & Seventy Six Trombones 
 
Scene 5 
Ice Cream Sociable 
 
Scene 6 
Chase Music 
Till There Was You (Reprise) 
 
Scene 7 
Finale,Act 2 

Orchestra 
 
 

Orchestra 
Quartet 

Marcellus, Townspeople 
Townspeople 

Orchestra 
 

Alma, Ethel, Eulalie, Maud, Mrs. Squires, Ladies 
 

Harold, Quartet, Marian 
 
 

Winthrop, Mrs. Paroo, Marian 
Quartet 

Orchestra 
 
 

Marian,, Harold 
Harold, Marian 

 
 

Orchestra 
 
 

Orchestra 
Harold 

 
 

Orchestra 

Scene 9 
Third Seventy Six Trombones Crossover 
Scene 10 
My White Knight 
 
Scene 11 
The Wells Fargo Wagon 
Finale, Act 1 

 
Orchestra 

 
Marion 

 
 

Townspeople, Quartet, Winthrop 
Orchestra 
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Cast 

Marcia Rowat 
Marian Paroo 

Betty Senger 
Eulalie Mackecknie Shinn 

Terry Lawerence 
Mayor Shinn 

Bob Christie 
Marcellus Washburn 

Betty is a relative new 
comer to acting.   How-
ever having caught the 
performance “bug”, it is 
now hard to keep her 
off the stage.  Betty has 
been involved with J.R. 
& Co., Speech & music 
festival and the Village 
Singers.  She also loves 
to dance, having taken 
adult ballet, jazz, tap, 
Celtic and Ukranian 
dance. 

Marcia is new to Com-
munity Theatre but has 
many years of singing 
experience beginning at 
the age of 8.  She has 
performed as a soloist 
at many weddings and 
has also sung as a mem-
ber of duets, trios and 
choral groups. She is 
excited about being 
part of the very first 
Vagabond Theatre pro-
duction and hopes you 
enjoy the show as much 
as she has enjoyed per-
forming in it. 

Mason Jardine 
Harold Hill 

No stranger to Commu-
nity Theatre, Mason is a 
former member of the 
Swan Valley Stage Play-
ers where his most nota-
ble role was Manolo in 
“The Odd Couple”, the 
Russell Players where 
he played among other 
things Lee Melville in 
“The Melville Boys”, and 
the Village Singers form 
1990 to 2004.  His most 
recent role was Saul 
Sleazeman in Gerald 
Negrave’s “Lady Godiva’s 
Mirror”. Terry hails from Fox-

warren.  He has re-
turned to live in Fox-
warren after retiring 
from the Air Force.  
Terry  joins Vagabond 
after “many years” of 
theatre in amateur and 
professional groups 
across Canada.  He is 
thoroughly enjoying his 
Mayor Shinn character 
and the wonderful team 
spirit in this production. 

Bob’s acting career be-
gan with his High 
School  debut  a s 
“Handsome Herbert Fler-
bert” in his grade 8 
school production.  Bob 
is a member of the “No 
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Winthrop Paroo 

 
Winthrop Paroo 

e 
Zaneeta Shinn 

y 
Zaneeta Shinn 

Doug Walls 
Farmer/Salesman 

Chelsea has been acting 
for about 6 years.  Her 
favorite hobbies are 
dancing, singing, acting, 
and listening to music.  
She has been involved in 
the NWMF and in the 
B i n s c a r t h  U n i t e d 
Church Musical presen-
tations. Acting is her 
first love and her ambi-
tion is to pursue that 
love some day. 

ence, and can hardly 
wait to get to rehears-
als.  She hopes those 
watching enjoy it too! 

 is 
very active 
in  School and 
her church drama.  She 
is student of music and 
dance for 6 years.  Be-
sides acting  loves 
to ski in the winter and 
swim in the summer 
months. 

Sasha has been singing, 
dancing and performing 
for her family for as 
long as her mom can 
remember.  She always 

has a smile on her face 
and a song in her heart.  
She has been involved 
with speech and vocal 
f e s t i v a l ,  w i n i n g 
NWMF. plaques for 
spoken poetry and pi-
ano.  She is very excited 
to be in this production 
of the Music Man. 

Stephanie has been in 
dramatic arts since the 
age of four, participat-
ing in the NWMF, sing-
ing, organ and spoken 
poetry, and Ukranian 
Dance .  She has been 
honored with the Joan 
Robert Award (highest 
vocal mark) as well as 
organ and dance 
awards. Steph is look-
ing forward to being 
part of the Vagabond 
Theatre as she is hoping 
to do more perform-
ances in the future. 

Doug was raised in the 
Binscarth/Russell area 
and caught the acting / 
music bug early in high 
school.  During High 
School, he participated 
in Reader’s Theatre and 
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TommyDjilas 

 
Amaryllis 

 
Amaryllis 

Neil Gamy 
Ewart Dunlop 

with the Strathclair 
Drama Club for 17 
years.  Willie is thrilled 
to be asked to partici-
pate in the Vagabond 
Theatre in Binscarth 
and wishes them all the 
luck in the years ahead. 
“You guys are all a 
blast”. 

Neil lives in Strathclair 
with his wife and 3 
sons.  He is the Manager 
of  Emergancy Measures 
Services for the Assini-
boine Regional Health 
Authority. Neil has been 
actively involved with 
the Strathclair Theatre 
since its inception. He 
has held many different 
positions over the years 
from production direc-
tor to directing the or-
chester for the past 4 
years.  Neil is very ex-
cited to be part of the 
Music Man with the 
V a g b o n d  T h e a r t e 
Compnay. 

Brayden has loved 
acting his whole life.  
He is a member of the 
Major Pratt Collegiate 
drama club.  He has 
acted in many small 
skits and plays before 
joining the production 
of “The Music Man”.  
He hopes to continue 
this hobby after this 
performance. 

Brandy loves perform-
ing on stage including 
dancing, singing, acting 
&  play piano. Thanks 
to special instruction 
from Kaneen Bridge-
m a n - M a g n o w s k i , 

Penny Menzies and Joan 
Robert, she has been 
fortunate to receive 
several awards in The 
NWMF in both speech 
and music categories.  
She was recognized as 
most promising music 
student (10 & under) in 
spring of 2003.  Since 
Brandy was 5 yrs old, 
she has been a competi-
tive Unkranian dancer.  
She devotes hours of 
practice time towards 
every stage perform-
ance.  Her role in the 
musical is a dream come 
true. 

This is Alanna’s first 
time in a theatrical pro-
duction.  Her “theatre” 
experience to date 
comes from performing 
at the North West Mar-
quette Festival in speech 
and music, including 
dramatic poetry and 
piano.  Alanna is thor-
oughly enjoying her first 
musical theatre experi-
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Trish Petz 
Mrs. Parro 

Blane Bauer 
Olin Brit 

Norm Sims 
Jacey Squires 

Name Band”, and en-
joys playing guitar and 
singing.  Bob has always 
been a Village Singers 
want-a-be, but settled 
f o r  b e i n g  t h e 
sound/video technician.   
He has a number of 
years of work experi-
ence in the electronic 
industry and his connec-
tions have been used to 
help with this produc-
tion. Now that he’s got 
back into the acting role 
he might stop at Broad-
way ( & Main) on his 
way to Nashville. 

joined the Yorkton 
Thearte Company 3 
years ago.  She got to 
sing, dance and upstage 
the lead! ( Is there any-
thing better in life!!)   
She is also WAY too 
excited about being 
involved in this ven-
ture!!!  “Chin up, boobs 
out, it’s SHOW-
TIME!!!” Thanks to 
Jamie and the many 
dedicated crew for put-
ting this all together!  
YOU ROCK!! 

derful to see this play 
come together. 

Tricia has always loved 
the centre of attention; 
loved performing, 
dancing, singing on 
stage and off.  She has 
been involved with J.R. 
& Co., church vocal 
groups, and karokees.  
She is willing to per-
form if you are willing 
to listen.  She had too 
much fun when she 

Blane is a true Bin-
scarthian and lives here 
with his family.  He is a 
Journeyman Electrician 
at the Esterhazy SK. 
Potash Mine. Blane is a 
member of the church 
choir at St. Joseph’s 
church in Russell.  He 
also has been a member 
of the Village Singers 
for several years. After 
singing in many Dinner 
Theatres it’s just won-

Norm hails from Minne-
dosa.  This is Norm’s 
2nd time playing the role 
of Jacey Squires.  The 1st 
time was 16 years ago 
with the Strahclair 
Drama Club.  Norm 
enjoys singing and is a 
member of the Strath-
clair Drama Club, the 
Strathclair Theatre Cho-
rus and the Profession 4 
(male quartet).  In his 
spare time Norm prac-
tices law. 

Willie Voth 
Oliver Hix 

Willie lives in Strath-
clair with his wife Lori 
and has been involved 
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Congratulations, 
Vagabond Theatre 
Company, on your 
production of The 
Music Man.  Break 

a Leg! 

773-SUBS 

Convenience Store, 
Gas Bar & Beer Store.  

Drop in now! 
A different 6” sub each day of 
the week is only $2.99 + tax! 
Offer valid for a limited time. 

Stop in between November 17th – 20th 

and sign up for an Aeroplan Card and 
receive 10 TIMES your Aeroplan Miles. 

At the Russell Inn C-Store Esso only. 

Buy 1 large pizza 
and get a second 
of equal or lessor 

value for only 
$9.00. 

Buy 1 medium 
pizza and get a 
second of equal 
or lessor value 
for only $6.00. 

TOLL-FREE 1-800-665-0678   Phone:  773-2186 
Hwy #16 & #83  Box 578  Russell, MB  R0J 1W0 

Website: www.russellinn.com Email: frontoffice@russellinn.com 

Dine In or  
Take Out 
773-7507 
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3rd Ave 
Theatre 

The 3rd Ave.Theatre was added to the existing community hall in 
1947.  At that time it was leased and operated by the Binscarth   

Legion #74.  Since 1962 the building has been under the manage-
ment of the Binscarth Community Club.  Over the years the    

theatre has been used for movies, school concerts and of course 
the famous Binscarth Lion's Santa Day. Vagabond Theatre       

Company is excited  to take on the operation of the theatre and 
hopes to bring many new venues to the community. 

KELLER'S PIANO TUNING 

Frank J. Keller 
Box 611 
Russell, MB    

TUNING 
REPAIRING 

REGULATING 
RECONDITIONING 
KEYS RECOVERED 

BUYING & SELLING 

204)773-3534 

Vagabond would like to say a special 
Thank You to the following . . . .  

Langenburg High School, Russell Alliance Church, 
Ronald Communications, Strathclair Drama Club and 

Westman Auditorium. 

Vagabond Theatre Company 
 

Thursday, May 5, 2004 

 
Russell & District  Community Centre 

For more information, leave a message at our 
box office 532-2287 

“Everywhere People Are 
Raving About This Show” 
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